Organic farming a future prospect for the country
By Douglas Saefoa
Organic farming has been quite a success ever since it was introduced in the country. The subsistent organic farming practice was lately discovered to be a rather positive turn for which our local farmers could integrate into and thus save and earn a good amount of money

Speaking to Sunday Isles, Custom Garden Program Support Officer, Mr. Clement Hadosaia explained that with organic farming, local farmers won’t need to use an extended land area rather 1-10 hectares of land could be manipulated and which could also sustain a decent family for the rest of their life.

Also with the current increased demand for organic produce, it is of high possibility that it could rein as an alternative besides logging. Moreover, a recent marketing survey has found that local farmers from the main provincial centers including Auki, Kirakira, Gizo, Honiara and others can usually earn more than SBD $500 million dollars per year.

In comparison with the current rise in logging operations in the country, Mr. Hadosaia admitted that there is no long term benefit in the industry unlike organic farming which you produce, earn money, sustain your livelihood and also sustain and protect the environment especially in the long run.
On the contrary, Mr. Hadosaia logged that Custom Garden has been trying to convince local farmers that organic farming could be the resolute option in the coming years where our population will increase thus land occupation will be undermined.
Moreover, he claimed that the usually practiced slash and burn gardening has basically damaged the soil fertility and organisms within it and that it would usually require a large area. In addition the slash and burn technique has left our local producers to search fertile areas left which are typically very far and that with this far off distance, transportation to commercial areas is even harder.

Meanwhile, Mr. Hadosaia encouraged local producers who have been practicing organic farming to continue with it and that they would surely realize the full capability and investment in it.    

